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INTRODUCTION
In the age of digital media, the way we 
consume information has undergone a 
significant transformation. While newspaper 
articles and web news pages offer real-
time updates, a bi-monthly general digital 
magazine focusing on life in the East of 
England can provide unique advantages that 
cater to the region’s diverse interests and 
needs. This editorial explores the benefits 
of such a magazine, including in-depth 
storytelling, community engagement, curated 
content, enhanced visual appeal, and fostering 
a sense of belonging and identity among 
readers.

IN-DEPTH STORYTELLING
One of the primary advantages of a bi-monthly 
general digital magazines like INSIGHT is 
its ability to delve deeply into stories and 
issues affecting the East of England. Unlike 
newspaper articles or web news pages that 
often provide concise summaries due to space 
constraints, a digital magazine can present 
comprehensive narratives. This format allows 
writers and journalists to explore topics with 
greater detail, context, and analysis. Readers 
can gain a deeper understanding of local 
culture, history, economic developments, 
and social issues, providing them with a more 
nuanced perspective on life in the region. 
In-depth storytelling fosters empathy and 
connects readers emotionally to the subjects 
covered, enriching their overall experience.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
INSIGHT is a general digital magazine 
published bi-monthly and has the advantage 
of building a strong sense of community 
among its readers. By consistently delivering 
content tailored to the interests and concerns 
of the East of England residents, the magazine 
establishes a connection with its audience. 
Unlike newspapers or web news pages, which 
may have a broader and more geographically 
dispersed readership, a localized magazine 
can foster a more intimate relationship with its 
community. Readers feel a sense of ownership 
and belonging, contributing to the magazine’s 
success by sharing their stories, opinions, 
and feedback. This two-way communication 
enhances engagement and allows the 
magazine to be more responsive to the needs 
and aspirations of its readership.

CURATED CONTENT 
While newspapers and web news pages cover 
a wide range of topics, they often prioritize 
breaking news and trending stories. INSIGHT 
a bi-monthly digital magazine can curate its 
content to showcase the most relevant and 
impactful stories that matter to the East of 
England community. By selecting articles 
thoughtfully and arranging them thematically, 
the magazine can provide a cohesive and 
immersive reading experience. This curation 
process ensures that readers receive a 
balanced mix of content, including local 
events, profiles of influential figures, cultural 
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features, and explorations of the region’s unique 
characteristics. Consequently, the magazine 
can become a trusted source for in-depth 
information and insights, differentiating itself 
from the ephemeral nature of daily news.

ENHANCED VISUAL APPEAL
As bi-monthly digital magazine, INSIGHT 
allows for more extensive use of multimedia 
elements, resulting in enhanced visual appeal 
compared to traditional newspaper articles 
or web news pages. With high-quality images, 
videos, infographics, and interactive elements, 
the magazine can bring stories to life and engage 
readers in a more immersive manner. Visual 
storytelling can evoke emotions, capture the 
essence of the East of England’s landscapes, 
and showcase local artistic talents and cultural 
events. By employing innovative multimedia 
techniques, the magazine can create a 
memorable and enjoyable reading experience 
that encourages readers to return for each new 
issue.

FOSTERING A SENSE OF BELONGING AND 
IDENTITY
A bi-monthly digital magazine dedicated to life in 
the East of England INSIGHT has the potential to 
foster a strong sense of belonging and regional 
identity among its readers. Unlike newspapers 
and web news pages that may cover a broad 
range of global news, a localized magazine 
focuses exclusively on the region’s stories 
and experiences. By highlighting the unique 
culture, heritage, and achievements of the East 
of England, the magazine reinforces a shared 
identity among its readership. It celebrates the 
region’s successes, addresses its challenges, and 
unites residents through shared interests and 
concerns.
Furthermore, the magazine can become 
a platform for local voices, empowering 
individuals to share their stories and 
perspectives, no matter how big or small.  

This inclusivity reinforces a sense of community 
and ensures that the magazine is a reflection of 
the people it serves.
Moreover, by covering regional events and 
showcasing local talent, the magazine can 
strengthen cultural pride and support for local 
businesses, artists, and initiatives. This sense 
of pride and ownership encourages readers 
to engage actively with their community and 
participate in shaping its future positively.

CONCLUSION
In conclusion, a bi-monthly general digital 
INSIGHT magazine focusing on life in the East 
of England offers distinct advantages over 
newspaper articles and web news pages. 
Through in-depth storytelling, community 
engagement, curated content, enhanced visual 
appeal, and fostering a sense of belonging and 
identity, the magazine can create a deeper and 
more meaningful connection with its readers. 
By catering to the region’s unique interests and 
needs, it becomes an indispensable resource 
for residents seeking to understand and engage 
with their local community, culture, and the way 
of life.

T
here was a fantastic reception as we 

held our latest biz4Biz ConneXions 

event at at Knebworth House Barns 

providing an update on the Hertfordshire 

Business Awards.

The event offered the chance to network 

with our sponsors and awards nominees, 

make new contacts, enjoy a delicious buffet 

lunch and find out how you can promote 

your business via our awards programme.

Starting at 11:30 with tea, coffee 

and networking, the day then saw a  

presentation from Adrian Hawkins OBE on 

the awards process in which he discussed 

the judging and also announced that 

the host for 2023 will be TV presenter 

and Strictly star Chris Hollins. There 

were further contributions from Insight 

editor Darren Isted on the suite of digital 

interactive magazines produced by biz4Biz. 

Ian Taylor also spoke to the audience on 

the benefits of the Let’s Work Together 

marketing package before further 

networking was held over a buffet lunch.

The biz4Biz Awards will be returning for 

their fifth year with a gala evening on 7 

July 2023. These awards are impartial, 
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independent and open to Hertfordshire-

based businesses. We are pleased to 

announce that Barclays will return for a 

fifth time as our headline sponsor.

There are many excellent award schemes 

but none that have such a high level of 

support and engagement, or that attract 

the volume of nominations from across the 

county and all business sectors. Our 2022 

Awards programme was a success and set 

a record for the number of nominations, 

votes and engagement in the press and on 

social media.

The biz4Biz Awards recognises the success 

of businesses at all levels and provides 

some superb marketing to help your 

business grow. There is no cost to enter 

the biz4Biz Awards programme and 

winning a biz4Biz Award is coveted and 

award-winners continue to expand their 

businesses and extend their economic 

contribution to the greater success of 

Hertfordshire.

biz4Biz Connexions is a business network 

for senior managers, directors and CEOs of 

Hertfordshire-based businesses. At each 

meeting you will be able to:

network and make new business contacts

discuss issues of interest with like-

minded business people listen to 

informative speakers on topics of interest to 

Hertfordshire-based business leaders

get advice from a variety of experts to help 

you grow your business.

For future events Knebworth House Barns 

are accessed directly from the Junction 

7 roundabout of the A1(M) motorway at 

Stevenage South. Drive along the access road 

past the Novotel until you reach the entrance 

to the Knebworth Estate.

If you use a sat nav please use the following 

postcode SG1 2AX.

biz4Biz ConneXions 2023

“There are many excellent 

award schemes but none that 

have such a high level of support 

and engagement, or that attract 

the volume of nominations 

from across the county and all 

business sectors."
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“The benefits of entering an awards 

are that it really forces you to put your 

business in the public domain and by 

that you have to look objectively at it. 

You are going to come across people 

with more experience than you and 

they will dig deep into your business 

and find strengths and weaknesses 

and give you ways in which you can 

move your business along as it is far 

better to be planning in advance and 

heading off any problems and help 

with progress in the future.”

Andrew Watkin, Assynt Corporate 

Finance

“We have entered the awards this 

year as we believe that we are doing 

something which is different. We 

focus on delivering sustainable 

homes and it is time we changed the 

way that construction gets delivered 

and we want to shine through in 

the awards this year as we are a 

Herts based business and it is the 

showcase for us in Hertfordshire. 

James Fisher - Surreal Estate

“Awards like these are vital because 

they provide crucial exposure to so 

many people locally, and for us as a 

supplier in the area that is important. 

Of course this exposure is magnified 

if you are nominated and if you win 

as well then that’s even better, but if 

not, the awards are such a fantastic 

evening to be associated with.”

Simon Power, Reswirl

“Being part of these awards this year 

and next year is vital for us as we 

recognise how important it is to be 

able to promote businesses for what 

they do in Hertfordshire. It really is 

the county of opportunity and these 

businesses do a massive amount for 

the local economy. It is great that our 

company and others can be a mentor 

and champion to others - especially 

in our category with ESG and 

sustainability and if we can recognise 

companies on their journey that is so 

important.”

Sally Bedwell, Morgan Sindall

“We sponsored an award last year 

and are doing so again this year. 

We enjoyed the 2022 event last 

year and thought it was fantastic. 

biz4Biz is great at putting local 

businesses in touch with others. 

Having a platform to have access 

to those people in sponsoring an 

award, and it is such a fantastic 

awards event, means we can’t say 

no to it.”

Rebecca List, Head of 

Employment, Tollers

“Being part of these 

awards this year and next 

year is vital for us as we 

recognise how important 

it is to be able to promote 

businesses for what they do 

in Hertfordshire. It really is 

the county of opportunity 

and these businesses do a 

massive amount for the local 

economy.

biz4Biz.org
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Exclusive first interview with 
Adrian Hawkins OBE, new 

chairman of Hertfordshire LEP
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